If you need the application translated into a different language, please reach out to our staff at 651-529-1409.

Big River Farms Program Application 
Please return applications to Big River Farms, bigriverfarms@thefoodgroupmn.org or call (651) 529-1409
Name(s):___________________________________________________________________
Email(s):____________________________________________________________________
Phone Number(s):____________________________________________________________
Best way to contact me:   ☐Phone Call     ☐Text    ☐Email    
Which program are you applying for?
· Grower Training Program
· Incubator Farm Program
· Agrisolar Farm Program

How did you hear about our program?
	
	
	



☐       Emerging Farmer’s Conference
☐       University/Government Organization
☐       	Minnesota Department of Agriculture
☐       	Friend/Family
☐       	Community Event- Which one? 
☐       	Other______________________
	
	
	



Our programs are designed for limited resource individuals who need education support and access to land, water, and infrastructure to help make their farming goals a reality. This question is optional. Indicate if you identify with one or more of the following groups below:
☐Immigrant/New American         	  ☐Refugee 	        ☐Black/Indigenous/Person of Color
☐LGTBQ                 	☐Low-Income 	☐Woman 	☐Veteran  	☐Other
Do you need interpretation? ☐  Yes, what language: ______________________             ☐   No
Have you grown/farmed food in Minnesota or a similar climate?
☐Yes          	☐No
Do you have experience growing organically?
☐Yes          	☐No
Do you need financial assistance to be in the program? 
☐Yes          	☐No
For Native American growers land-fees are waived. Payment plans are available for all growers. 
Do you have reliable transportation to attend classes, farm events, and/or manage your farm?
☐Yes  ☐No
Why are you interested in joining one of our programs?



What are your farming goals? What are you most interested in learning about?


 
Do you have previous experience gardening or farming? Share your experience.



Would you like to share anything else about yourself?



It is a requirement to attend trainings, 1:1 meetings, and have good communication with staff to be a part of our programs. All participants will have at least 2 required meetings per season with staff. Please find the basic requirements for each program below:

Grower Trainer Program
January through May: 5 in person classes per month. Classes are held Wednesday evenings and Saturday mornings in the St. Paul area
May through October: You will be required to complete an average of 8 hours per week at your Grower Apprenticeship. More details will be shared at our open house sessions.

Incubator and Agrisolar Program
January: 2-3 classes, classes will be held Saturday afternoons or Wednesday evening in the St. Paul area
March through May: 3 sessions related to General Farm Orientation, Greenhouse Orientation, and Pack shed Orientation (average of 2 hours each) at Big River Farms
Record Keeping: Participants must follow all organic growing standards and be able to share these records as needed.


Can you commit to the above requirements? ☐Yes          	☐No		☐Other___________




Please complete the assessment on the back of this page if you are applying for either the Incubator or Agrisolar programs. 





Incubator and Agrisolar Program Skill Assessment 
Please circle your level of experience with the below skills.
0 – no experience  1-little experience  2- some experience   3-much experience
	Creating  a crop plan
	0    	1    	2    	3

	Creating a field map
	0    	1    	2    	3

	Prepare your field for transplanting/direct seeding
	0    	1    	2    	3

	Set up basic irrigation system
	0    	1    	2    	3

	Know how to add nutrients to the soil (compost, fertilizers, minerals, etc)
	0    	1    	2    	3

	Routine weed management
	0    	1    	2    	3

	Pest and disease management
	0    	1    	2    	3

	Starting seeds in a greenhouse for transplanting
	0    	1    	2    	3

	Direct seeding and transplanting crops
	0    	1    	2    	3

	Basic food safety practices
	0    	1    	2    	3

	Basic harvest and post-harvest handling
	0    	1    	2    	3

	Basic marketing skills
	0    	1    	2    	3

	Experience farming in Minnesota or similar climate
	0    	1    	2    	3

	Experience farming as a business or community based organization
	0    	1    	2    	3	Comment by KaZoua Berry: can we add another line "experience selling food at the farmers market, store, restaurant, food shelves, or whole sale"

	Experience selling food at a farmers market, restaurant, wholesale contract, or other outlet
	0    	1    	2    	3

	Basic farm recordkeeping
	0    	1    	2    	3



	
	
	



